Birding in Malaysia and Vietham

Text and Photos by Anthony Cavanagh

In March Sue and I took a cruise around
South East Asia and visited Singapore,
Malaysian Borneo, the Philippines, Taiwan,
Vietnam, and Thailand. Although one can
take many organised tours when visiting
the various ports, we decided prior to the
cruise to book the services of a local bird

guide in two of the places we were to visit.

Kota Kinabalu (KK) is the capital city of
the Malaysian province of Sabah on the
island of Borneo. Prior to the formation of
the Federation ofMalaysia in 1963, Sabah
was known as British North Borneo and KK
was called Jesselton after Sir Charles Jessel,
vice chairman of the British North Borneo
Company. Kota means town in Malay and

Kinabalu is the name of a nearby mountain.

Anthony and Sue with their guide Syah

We were met outside the KK cruise
terminal by our guide Syah of Borneo Eco
Tours and drove only a few km to our first
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stop which was at a wetland area. Here we
observed Great White and Litcle Egrets,
Black—wingcd Stiles, and Purple Heron, all
of which were very familiar to us, together
with Chestnut Munia, Blue-throated Bee-
cater, and Asian Glossy Starling. Our next
stop was a recreational park where we saw
Impcrinl Green Pigcon, Pink-Necked Green
Pigeon, Common lora, White-breasted
Waterhen, Long—tailcd pzu‘akccts, Blue-

naped Parrot, and Pacific Reef Egret.

Chestnut Munias
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Blue-throated Bee-eater



Asian Glossy St:n‘ling

Imperial Green Pigeon
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White-breasted Waterhen
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Being situated only 5 degrees north of the
equator, in KK we experienced hot humid
weather, and it was often a relief to get
back into the airconditioned vehicle. The
city’s population of less than a million is a
mixture of many races and ethnicities with
the largest group being Chinese. Mosques,
and both Buddhist and Taoist temples were
seen as we drove around. Syah drove us to
a residential area of the city where half'a
dozen Nankeen Night Herons were calmly
perched in trees oblivious to the goings on
below them.

Namkeen Night Heron

Lunch was included in the tour, and

we were taken to a restaurant where we
were treated to local cuisine consisting of
various spicy dishes. Signal Hill overlooks
the central business district of KK where
the Plaintive Cuckoo is often seen. We
only managed a very quick sighting of the
cuckoo but had very good sightings of
Black-headed Munia, Oli\r'e—wingcd Bulbul,
Ash}' Tailorbird, and White-breasted Wood
Swallow. Syah was an excellent guide and
emailed a list of the 41 bird species seen
around the city.
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Olive-winged Bulbul

White-breasted Wood Swallow

Our ship the Azamara Onward docked ten
days later in Da Nang, Vietnam. Outside
the cruise terminal Chris, our guide from
Next Continent Tours, identified himself
to us much to the dismay of the many
other hopeful tour operators. We were
driven up to Monkey Mountain the highest
point around Da Nang at 670 metres, and
which was used as an observation post by
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Anthony and Sue with their guide Chris

the Americans during the Vietnam war.
The Son Tra Nature Reserve sits atop the
mountain and is home to the rare Langur
monkey which we were fortunate enough
to sce clearly. Birds seen in the reserve
included Ornate Sunbird, Dark-necked
Tailorbird, Stripc—throntcd Bulbul, and
Black Drongo. On the lower area of
Monkey Mountain, we observed Chinese
Pond Heron, White-throated Kingfishcr
and Sculy—bl’c:lsrcd Munia.

Langur monkey

Chinese Pond Heron

After lunch we headed out of town to Hoi
An about an hour away. Motorbikes greatly
outnumber cars in Vietnam as is the case in
many other Asian cities and we often saw
large loads being carried on motorbikes.
Families of three or four are allowed to ride
on a motorbike in Vietnam. There were few
traftic lights at intersections on the road

to Hoi An, but the heavy volume of traffic
seemed to keep flowing without mishap.

At Hoi An we parked in an open freld

where we spotted Paddyfield Pipit, Plain
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Paddytield Pipit
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Plain Prinia

Zebra Dove

Long—tailed Shrike
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Vinous-breasted Starling

Prinia, Zebra Dove, and Common Myna
in the grass. In the trees around the field
were Long-tailed Shrike, Greater Coucal,

Freckle-breasted Woodpecker



Vinous-breasted Starling, Asian Green Bee- African tourist and an interesting place to
cater, Blue-tailed Bee-eater, and Freckle- visit.

breasted Woodpecker, the latter rarely seen
chis far north in Vietnam. The tour operators we used in Kota
Kinabalu and Da Nang were both excellent.

Vietnam is a quarter of the size of South They met us and returned us to the ship on
Africa yet has a popu]ation of 100 million time while showing us as much birdlife as
peop]e. Consequent]y, city craffic is possib]e in the short time we had available.

very congested particularly in Ho Chi

Minh City (Saigon) home to 10 million Borneo Eco Tours web sire: www.

peop]e. Motorbikes by the hundred are borneoecorours.com
seen everywhere. We found Viernam to . )

Y . Next Continent Tours web site: www.
be relatively cheap for the average South

NeXLCoNtinentrours.com

Sediba Game & Conference
Lodge North West Province

Sediba Lodge offers comfortable accommodation in
10 serviced chalets for up to 32 guests, with linen and
towels provided.

The communal lapa and braai area are situated next to
a sparkling swimming pool. Kitchen facilities include
all crockery and cutlery and a communal lounge and
reading room offers DStv.

Sediba is only an hour and 40 minute drive from
Randburg and is close to the town of Brits.
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Normal rate R400 per person per night.
Special rates are offered for birders:

» R720 per person per weekend for groups of

Situated on 500 hectares of pristine bushveld the ten or more with a single supplement of R800
Lodge has recorded over 180 species of birds and o Camping R120 per person per night

contains a selection of large game including giraffe, Enquiries: - Kim Burton-Durham

wildebeest, zebra and kudu. kim.sedibalodge@gmail.com
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